A Bit of History

Local Story behind the Silver Salver trophy — DavidCarr ex Bond Street
engraver.

The Dover Priz&ilver Salver
‘Locomotion’ motif was

engraved by Mr David M. Carr,

a chirpy engraver who works for
Almonds in Duke Street. David
(pictured to the left) and his boss,
Alan Moss, may be the last
specialist engravers in Darlington.
When they retire, quality hand
engraving and finishing will need
to be sent away to specialists in
Birmingham or London. Machine
work (diamond dragging) does not
give the same finish or depth and
often has to be rescued by the
experts. So, trophies and specially
engraved gifts will take more
planning in future.

Mr Almond senior completed his apprenticeship Witklls of York (his work can be
seen in the Castle Museum.) To set up on his owmaseobliged to move away at
least fifty miles, hence the establishment in 18flL2Imonds Engravers on High Row
in Darlington. (The site is now occupied by Watensts and Dressers before that. In
1948 Almonds moved to Duke Street. Alan Moss joimeti962, later taking over
from Mr Almond junior. But David’s progression taabington began much further
away.

David Carr began as an apprentice in 1963 for G M
Betser & Co Ltd, above Aspreys’ in Bond Street,
London. He and his colleagues did a lot of royal wor
engraving E R and the Crown on to gold and silver
boxes. Four former engravers travelled to bringgank
to the Bond Street company. David was kept busy b
the firm which employed its own postman whose sol¢
job was receiving, and then packing and returning
engraved items.

In 1965, David won the National Apprentice
Engravers’ Competition for hand engraving.

After training at Betsers and receiving his appoaship from the Worshipful
Company of Gold- and Silversmiths, David returne@arlington to work for Arthur
Wilson in Grange Road where he stayed until 19#8okiunately, his highly skilled
profession did not bring in much money so Davicktagob at Cummings, but, along



with many others, was made redundant in 1983. iXoremrs he worked for his
brother in law as a dental technician followed Hyriaf spell at Signs & Blinds.
Eventually, he walked into the offices of Stocktmgravers, who, once they saw his
credentials, snapped him up. He extended his agpdhtere working on injection
mould tools engraving for companies such as J Gnieegng at Teesside Airport.
They were very sorry to lose him when in 1994 Davas contacted by Alan Moss at
Almonds in Darlington. As David lived in Darlingtpthis was an opportunity he
would not pass up.

...And 4 years later he engraved the beautiful Lodtonanotif alongside the
Darlington Borough Council’s logo on to the sihsadver held by the winner of the
Dover prize competition.

Hopefully, David and Alan will stick around to eage future winners’ names on the
trophy... but without younger craftsmen and with tited to computerised and
machine-tooled work we may have to look furtheeldfifor our trophies in future.

ELIZABETH SMITH, Dover Prize committee member haidithe silver salver
which she won in 2002.



